
RHHS BLT Meetings Minutes (Draft) 3/16/16 

 

PRESENT: Roy Paisley (Facilitator), Jeanette Timperio (Recorder), Sienna Engassar, Jacalyn Grieb-Walsh,  

    Tom O’Connor, Tessa Rothwell, Maggie Rothwell, Susan Rohrmeier, Franca Cooper 

 

START: 2:36 pm 

      The minutes from the last meeting (2/17/16) were reviewed, corrected and accepted. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Mr. Paisley acknowledged that the morning announcements are still proving to be a challenge to 
successfully broadcast in all classrooms.  There is a desire to return to live broadcasts if possible. 
In the current format, displaying music originating from Youtube can be lost because of 
copyright restrictions and some teachers have difficulty presenting the announcements to their 
students due to technical issues.  Mr. Fitzmaurice will again be informed of these concerns.  

2. Approval for the Mesonet Weather Station is still pending approval by the State Education 
Department.  

3. Computers in the computer lab are due to be replaced as they are nearing “the five year old 
mark”.  These computers could be “recycled” for classroom use.   It is hoped that a screen or 65 
inch TV could be installed for use in the computer lab. 

4. The ongoing discussion of school start time was again raised.  The result of Rhinebeck Central 
School vote held on March 15th was unknown.  Susan Rohrmeier expressed the desire to keep 
the issue in the forefront of discussion and pointed to the health benefits that a later start time 
could provide for students. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Information regarding the Red Hook High School principal search can be found on the school 
website.  The closing date for application submission is March 25th.  Interviews will be held on 
April 12th and 13th.  

2. An inquiry about the current status of the Smart Bond Fund and how the $1.3 million would 
benefit the high school’s ability to purchase additional technology was raised.  It is hoped that 
once approval from faculty, as well as the state education department is granted, the 
purchasing of 10-12 carts, each with I-pads and 15 laptops can proceed.  These carts are 
compact and could be stored easily in the back of a classroom. They would provide security, 
charging and storage for devices.  Carts could possibly be shared among departments.  The 
acquisition would allow for greater use of the MAC lab.  The hiring of a Technology Integration 
Specialist, perhaps shared with LAMS, would be beneficial.  The implementation of hardware by 
September is a current goal. 

3. Mrs. Cooper and Mr. Paisley will continue to inquire at Hannaford supermarket regarding 
Hannaford Helps Schools Fund and when the school would be receiving a check. 

4. The lack of classroom/work/use space was brought up as an acute problem and challenge for 
teachers.   An example to illustrate the situation is that of the Math department in which 8 Math 
teachers share 6 classrooms.  Mr. Paisley acknowledged the problem.  A smaller student body 



has not improved the lack of classroom/work space.  A desire for suggestions to improve the 
situation was expressed.  Mrs. Grieb-Walsh brought up the possibility of limiting the courses 
offered to students.  The school leases space to Boces and also has a number of classrooms used 
for resource and support classes which benefit Red Hook students.  Services are essential to 
meet the needs of students who must take and pass required tests in accordance with No Child 
Left Behind.  Testing and grading curves are also an area of concern. 

5. A desire was expressed for there to be all day access to library use which is currently not the 
case.  Access to student WI-FI was also discussed.  

6. Congratulations to the Debate Club team of Emily Shein, Joe Becker, and Doug Appenzeller for 
their first place win at a recent Bard Tournament. 

7. The next PTSA meeting to be held on Monday, April 11 will feature a presentation on Cyber 
Space-Protecting Your Kids. 

8. A BLT meeting date change was accepted by all in attendance. The revised meeting date is 
Wednesday, April 20.  

 

ADJOURNED:   3:22pm 

NEXT MEETING:  April 20, 2016 

RECORDER:   Tom O’Connor 

FACILITATOR:   Jacalyn Grieb-Walsh 

       

 

   

 

 


